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Chair’'s Message

Stephen R. Lundeen

Since its founding in 1987, our Topical Gr oup has used to be heldinW ashington. itis now pr oposedto
worked to incr ease awar eness of and support forthe movethismeetingtothefal, andtoalter nate between
roedir ecision measurement and deter minations of east coast and west coast locations, pr obably Balt-
the fundamental constants within the wider physics more / Washington and Seattle/San Francisco. In the
community. Nextyear's APS Centennial Meetingin At- pastfewyears, DAMOP has metjointlywith other APS
lantawil mark animportant miestone inthat ef fx dvisonsatthismeetinginalter nate years, and some
with the announcement of the first winner of the of ourmostsuccessfulmeetingshave occurredin ts
Francis M. Pipkin Award. ThisfrstAPSawardor prize setting. Inthe yearswhen DAMOP has metseparately,
tobeestablishedand sponsoredbyourT opcaGroup and also when the April meeting has not occurredin
w  recognize outstandingaccomplishmentby ayoung the W ashington, DC area, our annual meetings have
scentist working in the area of pr ecision measure - beenmuchless successful. ltnowappearsthat DAMOP
ment and fundamental constants. Established last preesoa ganize its own separate meetings in fu-
yearasaresutofthegener ous donations by T opcal ture years. Whie the (how) fall meeting of APS wil
G roup members and by family and friends of the late stilbe hometothe Divisions of Nudear, Patdead

Frank Pipkin, thisawardwil nowbe giveninodd num-
beredyearsinperpetuityandshouldbeamajorboost

tothe vishiily of our dscpine inthe physics com-

munity. The first prize winner has not yet been an+

nounced, butthe selection committee reportedanex-

celentslate of nominationswasr eceved. Theoff idd
announcementofthefirstwinner,at theAtanameet

ing, wil be an exciing momert for all of us, and a
specialsatisfactiontoallofuswhoknewFrankPipkin

and appr  eciated his enthusiasm for the goals of this
T opical Group. Attheimeofhisdeathin 1992, Frank
was about to become Chair of the T

Though he was denied that opportunity to serve, the
award now established in his honor wil continue to
play animportantr denthefuredfourunt

opical Gr  oup.

TheAtlantameetingwilalsobeoneafthelar gestAPS
meetings ever. ltis expected to exceed the combined
size ofthe usual April and March Meetings. Asanin-
frdscpinarytopicalgr oup,we have aspecialinter -
estinthe fuire of such iner discplinary meetings,
which havefalenonsomehard timesinr ecentyears.
Atthis part, there is some uncertainty as to what
frmfuture APSmegtingswiltake,anditisnatatal

cearwhatour T opicalGroupshouldadoptasitsstrat-
egyforfureT opical Groupmeetings. The site ofour
annualmeeting hasbeenthe April APS Meeting, which

Astr  ophysics, we may wish to consider whether it

shoudsibethesiedfour T opcaGr oup's annual
meeting. The wider question is howwe can bestserve

the defining nerestsofor T opca Gr oup. Should
we continue to meetwith APS, regar dessaftheloca

tionandparticipation? Shouldwetrytbarrangeajoint
meeting with DAMOP? Should we or
meetings? Shouldwearrangetomeetjointlywithother
topical meetings consistent with our goals, such as

ganize our own

the CPEM (Confer enceonPr  edsion Bedr omagnetic
Measur ements) meeting? These are important ques-
tions, whichwil bear on the continued vitality of our
condonpg3
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1999 APS Centennial Meeting

In Atlanta

The PMFC T opcaGr oupspartigpainginfourinvied
Sessions at the Centennial Meeting of the APS in A
lanta.on March 20-26, 1999. Threedf

the set of spedial Centennial Symposia being amanged
by the APS. Geoff  rey Greenesthe arganizer dfone of

these fited"AtomicClodsinScdenceand T echnology’,
which will be cosponsored by DAMOP. Wedknarea
sponsorsofoneon‘Pr ecision Measurements in Atomic
Physics: AW indowinto Fundamental Interactions”, or -

ganized by DAMOP,  andoneon‘TheNaturalStandar

aganized bythe Instumentsand Measurement Science

TopcadGr  oup.inaddiion, separatelyfrom

tecae patd

&,

the Centen-

nial Symposia, we Wil sharea PieT aksessonwih
DAMOP,n whichwepantohaveatakbythewinner
dtefs Poin Pize The T opcal Gr apwl ako

presentanexhibiton Fundamental Constants. Thiswil
include computer access to the WMW\W database with
impr ovedvaluesofthe constaris.

Early Deadlines for the

Annual Meeting!

Abstract deadines this year are eatfer then usud for

the Annual Meeting. Please note thatther ear e separate

abstract deadines for the March Pr ogram and for the

AP ogram (which indudes the sessions associated

wihourT  opical Group). The abstract deadine forcon-
tiouiedpapersiortheApiPr ogamis December 4, 1998
For postdeadine posters, it is Felbruary 19, 1999, For

morerr  mation, see the Centennial Meeting website,
“http:/Aww.aps.or gleertennial”

New Topical Group Website

The T opical Gr  oup now has a website, “http:/
www.aps.or  glunits/pmfc/,” where bylaws, past news-
Hesd ficer and commitiee contact infor mation, and
mr matononthe T opccal Group’s pr ograms can be
found.

Travel Support for Young

Scientists

Each year, teT opcadGr oup pr ovdes patd tavel
support to several graduate students, post-docs, and

recently graduated physicists to pr esent contributed
papersintheareadir ecisionmeasur  ementand fun-
damental constants atthe AnnualMeetingofthe T aqr
caGr  oup, usually the APS Spring Meeting. For 1999,
the Annual Meetingisthe APS Centennial Meeting 20-
26 Marcah. Ciiefiaforanawar dindudether
ofthepapertotheT opicalGroupandtravelr
mentneeds. Particpants may initatetheirr equestfor
consideration by sending an additional copy of their
submitedabstracttoHar adMetcal Charofthe T

elevance
eimburse-

cGr  oup'sEducationCommittee, Please natethatyour

abstract must be submitted to the APS for the Spring
Meeting,andyoushouidiabelitforasessiononpr a
sion measurement and fundamental constants. The

deadine for abstract submission to the APS and for
thepartalravelsupportr equestis December4,1998.

The maximum amount of an award wilbe $400.

NIST Precision

Measurement Grants

Applicationsare being solicited for two new Precision

Measur ement Grants, sponsored by the National In-
stiute of Standards and T echnology, to be awarded
beginningOct. 1, 1999 (Hiscal Y ear 2000). Eachgrant

is in the amount of $50,000 per year, renewable for
up o two addiional years, for a total of $150,000.

NIST sponsors these grants to encourage research by
U.S.universityandoolegefacultymembersinthefield

d precisionmeasur ementand fundamental constants
andtofostercontactsbetweenNIST scentistsandsuch

faculty members actively engaged in such work. Can-

ddatespreqor oposalsummaries and biographicalin-
frmation mustr eachNIST by 1 February 1999, tobe
considered for the FY 2000 awards. For more nr -
mation, contactBarryN. T aylor,Char man, NIST Pre
cision Measurement Grants Committee, National In-

stiute of Sandards and T echnology, Building 225,
Room B161, Gaithersburg, MD 20899-0001,(301) 975
4220, email: bany taylor@nist.gov.

Nominations for Fellowship

Members of the Precision Measur ement and Funda-
mental Constants T opcaGr  oupare inviedtonomi

nate candidatesforFellowshipinthe APS. Ourtopical

goup s delegated the opportunity to select appr ot
mately two new APS Fellows from nominations sub-
mittedtothe APS anddesignatedasourtopicalgroup
candidates. ltis animportantfunction ofthe T

G rouptoparticpateinthisselecionpr

Ceroprovder eocoghiionforsigniicantcontribuions
oouEdar esearch

opcal

ocedurenar -

Adescriptionofthe mechanismforsubmittinganomi-
nationto the APS and nominationforms are

atthe APSWeb  page: “hitp/imww.aps.or
index.html.” The deadline for submission of nomina-
tionsforouruntis Apri 1, 1999,

avaide
gffelowship/

PMFCTG nominations will be r eviewedbythegroup
Fellowship Committee which consists of Eric

Adelberger, PeterBender, and PeterMohr. Pleaseno-
tify Peter Mohr, mohr@nistgov of r elevant nomina-
tionsorintenttonominate someone. fsuitable can-

didatesar e notidentified by the membershipatlarge,
nominationswill be initiated by the Fellowship Com-

mittee.




Nominations for 1999 Elections

The Nominating Committee, consisting of Linda Y oung
(Chair), Gene Sprouse, Er nest Kessker, and Samuel
W mer,presers the folowing sate of canddates for

the 1999¢elections:

For Vice-Chair (one position):
Richard  Deslttes, NIST
Blayne Heckel, University of W

For Executive Committee Member-at-Large (two posi-
tions):

Sui-Au Lee, Calorado State Universiy

LusOr ozco, SUNY Stony Brook

Guy SavardAr  gonne National Laboratory

Anton Zelinger, Universiy of innsbruck

Bogaphiesandbaloswilbedsrbuedwinthenext

ashington

Chair's Message, cortdfrom pg 1

TopcaGr  aupPeaciedree D regsteryouropinion
on this question, and any other issues of concernio
you to any member of the Executive Committee.

Afinal issue of concern is the question of T opical

Group membership. In recent years, our member -

shiphasr  emainedr elativelystableatappr oximately
500 members. Since thereis always some tur nover
in our membership, it's important that we encour -

ageyoung scientiststojoinasthey enterourranks.

If you know of individuals with interests in pr ed
sion measurement and fundamental constants,

please make an ef fort to enlist them for member -

ship. Details on how to join may be found on the

Topical Gr  oup website at “http:/mww.aps.org/
units/pmfc/.”

newsetier.
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Minutes of the 1998 Business Meeting
Saturday 18 Apri, 1998, Columbus Ohio

Daniel Heinzen, (outgoing) Chair ofthe T opical Group

openedthemeetingat4:35PM. Appr oximately 12 mem-
berswerepr  esert

Election Results

DanielHeinzenannouncedther esusaihededions.
PeterMohr(NIST, Gaithersburg) weselectedViceChar.

Peter Bender (JILA/ University of Colorado) moves up

to become the Chair -Elect and Stephen R. Lundeen,
(Colorado State University) moves up to become the
Chair.  Daniel J. Heinzen (University of T

tin) becomes Past Chair, replacing Geoff
LANL), whoisr dating ot W ayne ftano (NIST,
denwaselected Secrefary-Tr easure,
Gould (LBNL)whoisr datingoff. RalphConti(Univ.of
Michigan) and Steve Lamoreaux (LANL) were
Members-at-Lar g eplacing outgoing members John
Bolinger(NIST, Gaithersburg)and PriscillaCushman,

(U. OfMinnesota). The Executive Committee Members,
asaofthe dose ofthe Spring Meetingare :

Officers
G Stephen R. Lundeen, Colorado State U. (1999)
CarEa Peter Bender, JILA, U. of Colorado (1999)
VieQa: PeterMohr,  NIST, Gaithersburg
PastChai:  DanielHeinzen, U. T exas at Austin (1999)
Seor ey-Tr  easure r: W ayneliano,NIST,

Members-at-Large

Ralph Conti, U of Michigan (2001)

Edward Ry,T exas A&M U. (2000)

Steve Lamor  eaux, LANL (2001)

Harold Metcalf SUNY, StonyBr 00k (2000)
Edwin R. W #lams,NIST, Gaithersburg, MD
LindaYoung,Ar  gonne National Laboratory (1999)

TheV ice ChairandtwoMember
be baloted nextyear.

Treasurers Report

Harvey Gould, the outgoing Secr eay Tr
ported that as of February 28, 1998 the TG had $7.8K
inassets,anincr easedfappr  oximately $900fromlast
year. Thshoreasesbrggyter esUtofthere

been no students claiming the $600in travel support.
Membership hadincr easedslightlytoabout475mem-
bers.

easur

exas at Aus-
rey Greene

Bou-

replacingHarvey
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having

Pipkin Award
StephenLundeenr  eportedthatthePipkinAward was
now ar edlty. The award, which wil be gven every

other year, is open to nominees who at the time of
their nomination are less than 15 years beyond their

PhD. The first nomination deadline is July 1, 1998.

The Selection Committee is headed by L.W. Anderson
(Univ. OfWisconsin). Over 150donors contributedand

the toial fund of $31K s suffident to continue the

award indefinitely. Steve Lundeen and Ed Eylerwere
thanked with a round of applause.

Centennial Meeting

A portion ofthe centennial programwilneed tobein

place early. The TG anticipates that we wil have two
Centennial Sessions, one on clocks, jointly with
DAMOP and one on fundamental constants, jointly
withthe Instrumentation TG. Inaddiionthere

oner eguiarinvited session thatwil feature teid
Pipkin Award winner plus three ather nvied ek,
[Noteadded: Therewillbe another Centennial Sympo-

sium, cosponored with DAMOP.  Seethesectiononthe

whe

Centennial Meeting elsewherein this Newsketer. ]
Fellowships

The new APS fellows, Edward E. Byer, Unvedlyd
Connecticut, and Lanry R. Hunter, Amherst College
were announced. Ed Eyler was pr esent and Larry

Hunterwllr ecave hiscertiicate by mal.

New Business

A member enquiredf theNISTPr  ecisionMeasur
grantswere  silbenganer ded. Peter Mohr said that
they were. Announcements of these grants are usu-

aly camiedinthe TG Newsketter.

ement

Thanks to Dan

Outgoing Chair, Daniel Heinzen was thanked with a

round of applause forajobwelldone. The TGonPre -
cision Measur  ement and Fundamental Constants

again completed apr oductive year.

Adjourn

The meeting was adjour ned at4:44 PM.




