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Chile
Argentina
Great Britain
Norway
Australia

France
New Zealand



Van Allen’s fateful

dinner party
5 April 1950

James Van Allen




International Geophysical Year
(IGY) 1957 - 1958

Begun as 3" International Polar Year
— IPY-1 (1882-83)
— IPY-2 (1932-33)

Planned and coordinated internationally by
scientists—*“apolitical”

Implemented by National Committees (NAS)
Funded by governments (NSF)
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International Geophysical Year
(IGY) 1 July 1957 — 31 December 1958

*66 participating countries
12 In Antarctica

*Two great unknowns:
*Antarctica
*Quter space
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Cold War?



International Geophysical Year
ANTARCTIC STATIONS
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AR - Argentina

Argentina

A - Australia
B - Belgium
C = Chile
F - France
GB - Great Britain
J - Jopan
NZ - New Zeolond
wor N - Norway
SA - South Africa

R - Union of Soviet
{ Socialist Republics

US - United Slotes
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|GY Sciences In Antarctica

meteorology
aurora and airglow
COSMIC rays
geomagnetism
lonospheric physics
glaciology
seismology
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... Wait! No geology??
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|GY Success!

Scientists:

More, more!

Military Establishment:

Defend millions of square miles of ice?
Where’s the “gold”?

State Department:

First, a claim! But where?
Or, free access anywhere?
Treaty, yes! But with whom?
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USA
Argentina
Australia
Chile

France
Great Britain
New Zealand
Norway
USSR
Japan
South Africa

Belgium



Antarctic Treaty
1 December 1959, Washington, DC

|. Peaceful purposes only
I1. Freedom of scientific investigation

[11. International cooperation
— IGY enshrined

V. Territorial claims set aside








